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Dear partners and friends,
It’s hard to believe that Sign of Life association was birthed 15 years ago.  Like many of 
the prior years, 2018 was a year filled with great achievements, important results, and 
many provocations. But through it all, we can see all the blessings that flowed through 
us towards the people in need. We are honored to serve women and children in difficult 
situations.

Through all these years, there is one thing that has been constant, and that is the 
steadfast love of God that has been shown to us through His provision of friends and 
partners known and unknown. Through faithful friends and partners, we received 
emotional, spiritual and financial support that has allowed us to be a blessing to the 
community. We recognize that God�  has also provided great workers, volunteers and 7
servants that have created a wonderful and trustworthy team. 

I am grateful and offer a sincere, “Thank you!” to all of you who are and have been 
involved in helping mothers and their children have a second chance to a healthy life by 
providing a secure and loving environment where they can discover that there is a 
better future and a hope.

Without God's help and your contributions these 
results would not be possible.

We hope that reading this annual report might bring 
you joy and stir in you the desire to continue 
supporting children who are deeply loved by their 
mothers, and mothers that love their children but need 
your help to become equipped to raise healthy 
children who become good, trustworthy citizens that 
our society needs.
          

Greatly appreciating,
Emanuela Chiritescu,  
SIGN OF LIFE President



Introduction 
Sign of Life is a non-profit organization established in 2003 as a response to the needs 
in the greater Romanian society. From the beginning, Sign of Life sought to be part of 
the solution in the fight against newborn abandonment. Throughout the years, Sign of 
Life, has taken part in many projects and initiatives such as: “Help change the lives of 
children abandoned in the maternity ward,” project “Help and support a child in foster 
care,” Maternity home, Sf. Mihail si Gavril, “Help me stay with my mom!” campaign, a 
social services program “Motherhood School and a pilot project, “Transition Home”. 

Sign of Life projects that ended:
-Our project “Help change the lives of children abandoned in the maternity ward,” 

debuted in 2003 in two maternity wards in Bucharest.  This project provided new 
mothers with the basic daily needs of a newborn (milk, diapers, clothing, hygiene 
products) as well as providing basic supplies and baby furniture needed to furnish a 
maternity ward. There were 50 volunteers involved in this project who ultimately 
helped make the lives of 800 abandoned babies a little better.

- Project “Help support a child in foster care,” debuted in 2005, in partnership 
with DGASPC sector 3. This project sought to help foster children and foster parents 
develop relationships and do life together. All efforts resulted in 6 children being 
placed in healthy foster homes, 1 child being adopted by their foster parents and 5 
foster parents empowered through financial, material and psychological support. 

    

Staff 
In 2018, the Sign of Life team is made up of one director, a maternal center coordinator, two social 
workers, one psychologist, three educators, a doctor, a medical assistant, an office manager, IT 
specialist, an accountant and a grounds keeper. We are also thankful for a team of volunteers that 
provide supervision overnight and others who care for the spiritual health of each woman and child 
through Bible studies and one on one discipleship. Sign of life is also helped immensely by foreign 
volunteers that come and organize different activities in the maternal center. Some of these activities 
are aimed to relax the moms through arts and crafts, while others such as art therapy are aimed to 
help them grow and discover themselves.



Services Provided by Sign of Life
The maternal center houses 6 mother-child family units for an interval of six to twelve month. 

During this interval of time, each family unit is provided with housing, food, medical care, and personal 
hygiene products. Aside from these basic things they are also helped with social services and counseling 

all with the purpose of preventing the mother from abandoning 
her new born child and help mothers who are at risk of being 
separated from their child to maintain custody. In 2018 alone, 
15 mothers and 17 children benefited from the services 
provided by the Maternal Center “Sf. Mihail si Gavril”. 
Within the bounds of the maternal center, there are many 
activities that are meant to promote the health and growth of 
each family. These activities include but are not limited to social 
services, counseling, education (baby club), job training, 
parenting classes as well as activities to stimulate community 
building such as arts and crafts and different outings that 
promote rest and relaxation.
Throughout 2018, there were 90 inquiries for housing that 
came to the association. Out of these inquiries we conducted 

45 interviews which led to the admission of 15 mother-child family units to enter the maternal center. 
Once admitted into the maternal center, they were given everything they needed in order to make the 
period of transition and integration as easy as possible. During the time of residence, each family unit 
benefited from housing, food, hygiene products, medication, clothing and transportation fees. Each 
mother was given an opportunity for counseling intended to help them take responsibility for the safety, 
education, and parenting of the child. During their stay at the maternal center we also work on the 
development of the mothers in such a way that when they leave Sign of Life, she would be able to 
support herself and her child(ren), live independently and provide for the needs of her family as well as 
know how to steward her money and time.

Pilot project: The Transition Home is another service that Sign of Life offers single mothers in 
hopes of preventing abandonment so that mother and child can stay together. The Transition Home has 
the capacity to house 6 mother/child(ren) family units. Throughout this year we were able to walk 
alongside 10 mothers and 13 children as they began the journey towards independence. Once in our 
Transition Home, both mother and child benefit from material, physical and psychological support while 
they are in our care. 

“Motherhood School” is a social project started by Sign of 
Life in 2013. This project seeks to identify mothers in need 
throughout the community that have children under the age of one. 
The women that get involved with this program benefit from material 
support (baby formula, diapers, non-perishable foods, clothing) 
whenever possible. We also had a team of volunteers that offered 
post-natal counseling, newborn care and spiritual counseling… 
most of these services were offered before any material goods were 
distributed. 

In 2018, there were 27 families (27 mothers and 32 
children) from the community that benefited from the “Motherhood 
School” goods and services. These families were identified by “Sign 
of Life,” together with our friends from the State Social and Child 
Protective services together with other non-profit institutions with 
which we work. 

Social Aid Services: All mothers (past and present) that have been through the “Maternal Home” 
and the “Transition Home” receive monthly material support which includes non-perishable foods, clothing 
(when these things are available) and counseling. This support is offered until the youngest child reaches 
the age of three.  In 2018, we had 24 mothers and 38 kids benefit monthly from these services.



Accreditation for Sign of Life 
In order to receive the necessary documents from the fire marshal we needed to 

renovate certain things. The most time consuming and costly renovation was the roof. It 
needed to be made with materials that would be able to withstand a fire. We are happy 
to say that we received the much-needed authorization from the fire marshal in July.

A new law came into play requiring all organizations like ours to obtain another 
accreditation. This extra accommodation was obtained in October. 

All of our paperwork was deposited and we’re still awaiting the final accreditation 
for the maternal center. 

    Activities Specific to the Maternal Center  
“Sf. Mihaela and Gavril”

Weekly Devotionals are led by Loredana Gal, a community volunteer that has 
been working with “Sign of Life.” She is not only interested in the mothers that live at the 
Maternal Center, but their children for which she prays often. It is during these weekly 
devotionals that she presents the Gospel to these families and helps them understand 
the unconditional love that God has for them.   

Weekly “Baby Club” meetings are 
intentional gatherings focused on developing and 
growing the mother-child relationship as well as 
the intentional focus on the development of the 
child.  In this meeting, the mother has the 
opportunity to work directly with her child under the 
guidance of an expert and a psychologist. All 
mothers participate.



Parenting and Child Care Training Meetings are a 
time dedicated to help mothers learn about the stages of 
child development and the specific needs that come with 
each stage. These meetings are organized by the “Sign 
of Life” team. A different team member leads the meeting 
each week. 

Weekly Social Services and Counseling Meetings 
focus on providing various kinds of support such as, 
guidance for the women who want to repair past 
relationships 
with family 
members, and 
guidance for 
those who 

want to develop stronger and healthier 
relationships with their child(ren). It is during 
these meetings that these women are also 
taught about their legal rights and 
responsibilities, as well as a focus on 
personal development.

FURTHER EDUCATION PROGRAMS OFFERED TO 
PERSONAL  IN 2018

Throughout the year, the Sign of Life team participated in a few workshops and 
seminars intended for personal and professional growth. Some of these seminars were 
held at our campus, while others were hosted by different accredited associations. 
Depending on their field of interest and expertise, our staff members were often given a 
choice of which personal or professional development seminar or workshop they 
wanted to attend. We’ve also hosted some team building activities and workshops that 
addressed specific needs that the association might have. We had a seminar on better 
communication, team building and other themes related to our work.     



Partnerships through-out 2018  
In 2018 we renewed our partnership with: Child’s Protective Services (DGASPC) from Sector 1,3,4,6

We also began new partnerships with: 
- Agentia Pentru Plati si Inspectie Sociala 

Bucuresti
- Asociatia “Centrul de Incubare Creativ”
- Facultatea de Teologie Baptista
- Facultatea de Psihologie 

We continue to collaborate with different NGO’s 
throughout Romania in order to identify and help 
people that fit within our scope. These are:

- ANAIS
- SOLWODI
- ADRA Romania
- SensiBlu/ CasaBlu
- DIACONIA
- Women’s Association in Sibiu
- Biserica Reformata “Casa 

Sperantei” (“House of Hope” Reformed Church)
- Asociata Casa Crestina Germana de Femei, “Estera” (German ministry)

Sign of Life: Association 
Results

Total number of residents in attendance: 25 mothers and 
30 children.

“Maternal Center”- 15 mothers and 17 children
“Transition Home”- 10 mothers and 13 children

Project: “Motherhood School” - 27 families with 32 
children
Social Aid Services – 24 mothers and 38 children

A majority of the residents that have left the Maternal 
Center have been re-integrated into community:
❖2 mother/child family units have been re-integrated in 
their families
❖1 mother/child family became a family
❖8 mother/child family units have re-established 
relationships with the estranged partner/father
❖1 mother/child family unit live in their own home
❖2 mother/child family unit has moved into our “Transition 
Home”


