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FOREWORD
Dear Partners and Friends,

      We are celebrating 18 years since the
establishment of the Sign of Life Association.
Although in some respects the year 2020 was a
year like any other, with achievements, a lot of
work and benefits for those in need, in other
respects it was a very special year, with many
problems and challenges.

     Due to the COVID pandemic we have faced
difficult and unexpected problems that we have
never had before. The danger of COVID infection,
the government restrictions, even lockdown
situations put us in great difficulty, but our social
work continued despite these restrictions and the
imminent danger of infection. Although we
experienced cases of infection within the
mothers and even staff in our centre, we survived
without major complications. We thank God for
this. Along the way social distancing, protection
measures, even quarantine, became part of the
pandemic lifestyle. Some of us were able to get
through all of these phases and are now well.

    If there is a constant in all this work over the
years, it is the good hand of God that has taken
care of us through friends, partners or sometimes
even strangers who offered us the material,
emotional and financial support we needed. By
His grace, God has equipped us with people
dedicated to helping others.

Pavel Chirițescu
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     I am very grateful and thank you all for your
contribution to the benefit of mothers and
children, for giving these mothers the opportunity
to have a good, healthy start in life and a safe,
stable, instructive and loving environment where
they can think about their future, where they can  
find hope.

    We are thankful to God who has blessed us
beyond all expectations and made us able to
bring comfort, help and healing to the wounded
and needy. Without His help this would not be
possible.

   May the reading of this annual report bring you
joy and the desire to continue helping these
children and their mothers. The mothers offer
their love, but still need external support to raise
the children and equip them to become healthy,
trustworthy and good citizens in today's society.

           Sincerely,
           Chairman 
             Sign of Life Association



     The "Sign of Life" Association is a non-
governmental organization, established in
2003 in response to the needs of Romanian
society to solve the phenomenon of
abandonment of newborns. We provide
social services and social assistance to
children at risk of abandonment and to  

SIGN OF LIFE
ASSOCIATION
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OUR MISSION
 Increasing the quality of life for
disadvantaged groups, focusing in particular
on children at risk of abandonment.

OUR VISION
   An environment conducive to the harmonious
growth and normal, physical and mental
development of normal children in difficulty.

other categories of disadvantaged people
in Bucharest and its surroundings.
   The "Sign of Life" Association is involved
in activities to protect and promote the
rights of children and young people, with
the aim of preventing the separation of
children from mothers.
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RESULTS
   The Sign of Life Association has been
involved in the following activities since its
founding in 2003:

             children cared for in hospitals

           mothers and              children have been
helped to remain together through our
residential services

          mothers have been supported through
the Mothers' School Program 

          families have received social help and
support for raising their children

    2020 has been a challenge due to the restrictions that came with
the appearance of the SARS-CoV-19 virus and the measures
implemented by legislation of the Romanian government. These
measures came with a series of procedures that seemed to obscure
our prospects. But this barrier that automatically imposed a social
distance and limits did not prevent us from carrying out our activity.
We were encouraged to be more creative and  continue our work, in
spite of the obstacles. Thus, we found different ways to
communicate and offer support. The programs that we normally run
and that could have stopped were changed only in terms of their
approach. This way the results continued to have impact in people's
lives.

600
234 274

345

535



RESIDENTIAL
PROJECTS
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    The Maternal Centre „Saints Michael and
Gabriel" is a holistic program that aims to
prevent the separation of the child from its
family. We offer residence, the first important
step towards a secure environment, a
friendly ambiance and the necessary support
to overcome crisis situations. The services
are completed through customised programs
for each mother-child couple, depending on
each of their specific needs. We meet these
needs with a bio-psycho-social model,
offering medical care, psychological counsel
and social counsel. Mothers also learn and/
or develop independent living skills. They get
involved, plan and organize activities,
learning how to self-manage.
     We value the mother-child relationship,
which is most important for the development
of attachment in the first years of life.
Mothers participate in parenting activities,
attend childcare lessons and Baby Club.

We also consider the spiritual aspect to be
particularly important in the process of
overcoming the crisis situation. This proved
to be a regulatory factor for people who
attended spiritual meetings.

   
   
     "The Social House"  is a continuation of
the maternal program. After the mothers
regain their strength and develop their
resilience, we support them in their
professional integration by identifying a job
and keeping it. Mothers continue to receive
support from the association through
housing, counsel and material support. After
a sufficient period, in which they have saved
resources and been helped and equipped to
raise their children, they will be able to
integrate into the community or family as
healthy, independent and trustworthy adults.

1

  The Association runs two residential programs: the Maternal Centre "Saints Michael and
Gabriel" and " The Social House". 

2
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2020

        mothers and         children
  
              social counsel session

              psychological counsel sessions

           educational meetings

             medical meetings
  
              devotional/spiritual meetings
 
          telephone requests/guidance
  
      mothers have become independent, 

       are renting a home and      were reinstated in their families

      

289

472

62

13 16

318
64
193

8
4 4



   Within the "Sign of Life" Association, two non-residential programs are being carried out,
respectively:

NON - RESIDENTIAL
PROJECTS

1
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75
122

families

  children from families who are
vulnerable in crisis situations

 The "Mothers' School" program is an educational and social project that
began in 2013. This program is addressed to families with minor or
adult mothers having children aged 0-12 months, through which we
offer counsel and parenting services. Beneficiaries also receive monthly
material support, for a period between 6-12 months, which consists of:
powdered milk, disposable diapers, clothing and footwear within our
limitations, non-perishable food and hygiene products.
 
Due to the pandemic, the activity of the “Sign of Life” Association was
reorganized and adapted according to the legislative regulations on the
prevention of SARS-VOC-2 virus contamination. The beneficiaries of
the "Mothers' School" program were provided with the packages of
food, milk and baby diapers through a home visit by the staff of the
"Sign of Life" Association. 



MEANINGFUL
MOMENTS

Children's Day

 The Social Assistance Program is addressed to families who
have previously benefited from residential services offered by the
"Sign of Life" Association. They receive monthly material
assistance consisting of non-perishable food, powdered milk,
diapers, clothing and footwear within our limitations, household
items and, if needed, social and psychological counsel.

2
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35  families supported monthly

                   was celebrated with the
mothers by preparing a festive meal and
offering them a Mother's Day gift. We also
participated in the "Adopt a Mother!"
program.

     Although we celebrated the
Resurrection of Jesus in isolation, it was a
time for joy. We prepared a special meal for
the mothers and celebrated together in a
pleasant and festive atmosphere. Together
we remembered the times when mothers
and children came to the center and
thought about all the changes that took
place in their lives during their stay here.

Mother's Day

                                           were held daily by
our colleague, Ana-Maria, encouraging the
mothers, praying for the specific needs and
stiuations of each of them, strengthening
their faith in God.

Morning devotionals

Isolation                  was a big challenge in 2020. The
staff was isolated in the centre during the
state of emergency, with the mothers and
children. This period was an opportunity for
staff both to get closer to the mothers in
the centre and to get to know each other
better, thus the team was strengthened.
The staff understood their mission better
and offered a greater availability with an
open heart.

Easter

                     In June we had the op-
portunity to go out with the mothers on a
picnic in the forest to celebrate Children's
Day. The mothers were very happy to go
out in a new place after the long isolation
period and enjoyed being with their
children. It was a pleasant time in the green
forest, where we managed to do outdoor
activities and where we had the chance to
relax and unwind.
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Due to the restrictions during the pandemic,
we tried to find alternatives so that mothers
could go out with their children and enjoy
new experiences together. We looked for
events that take place outdoors and do not
present a danger of exposure. We went to
visit the zoo or did activities in the forest
and in the park. Some mothers went to the
zoo for the first time in their lives and
enjoyed this opportunity. The recreational
activities helped us to relax and get to
know each other better.

We celebrate each birthday together. Many
of the mothers have confessed to us with
tears in their eyes that it was the first time
their birthday was celebrated and the first
time they received a birthday present.

Visit to the Zoo & outdoor activities

                                 The mothers
participated in activities such as decorating
the Christmas tree and the centre,
preparing the specific menu: cabbage rolls,
sweet bread and donuts with sweet cheese
filling; the mothers also received gifts from
Ladies Circle, the Salvation Army and
Samaritan's Purse.

Celebrating Christmas

                  The staff team spent the
evening with the mothers, enjoying a
special meal, chatting and games. 

Celebrating Birthdays

New Year's



CHALLENGES
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    2020 was a year filled with unknowns and situations that no one anticipated. The Corona
Virus Pandemic put the staff team of the "Sign of Life" Association to test. Despite the
difficulties and the pandemic, we have made efforts to come to the aid of our beneficiaries,
adapting the way we work to this situation:

    The elaboration of the operating procedures regarding the prevention of
SARS-coV-2 contamination and their implementation in the daily activities were
a challenge for both the staff team and the beneficiaries.

      This situation also required a good management of the budget for the
additional expenses regarding the equipping / permanent supply of the centres
with sanitation products and protection equipment but also the provision of
transport for the employed staff and the transportation of mothers to various
institutions.

Other challenges:
the anxiety and stress of the mothers
during the state of emergency due to
the fact that they were not allowed to
leave the centre,
 
isolation of the staff in the centre and
involvement in social activities with
mothers, 
 
switching from physical interviews to
the online interviews and admitting new
beneficiaries in the COVID isolation or
testing system, 

complicating the process of admitting
mothers into the centre; some mothers
refused admission due to the long
period of isolation and prevention
procedures
 
nursing the quarantined beneficiaries
diagnosed with COVID
 
the fear of getting sick and the risk of 
 the centre being closed due to SARS-
coV-2 contamination.

     An unwanted event that affected both the staff team and the beneficiaries, was the
abandonment of a 3 months old baby girl during her mother's stay in the centre. This incident
made the staff team aware of their motivation and mission while working in this place and
reminded us all that we must be prepared to prevent such situations.

    Throughout the year we discovered more about human solidarity and more reasons to truly
appreciate our loved ones. We understand that we must not lose hope, because it gives us the
strength to continue and faith makes everything possible.



FINANCE
& EXPENSE

690.056 RON

97.4%

12.108 RON

1.7%
5365 RON

0,9% 1138 RON

0,4%

BUND FREIER EVANGELISCHER 
GEMEINDEN DEUTSCHLAND

FOREIGN PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS FROM
ROMANIA

GRANTS

INCOME (RON)
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587.744 RON

75.7%

70.554 RON

9.1%

50.176 RON

6.5%

27.662 RON

3.6%

22.172 RON

2.9%
7965 RON

1%

BENEFICIARY SERVICES

UTILITIES

TRANSPORT

CONSUMABLES

INVENTORY OBJECTS

BANK & INSURANCE

DONATIONS

COSTS (RON)

9905 RON

1.5%



COLLABORATORS

14 | Sign of Life 2020 Annual Report

     In 2020 we have continued collaborations with:

General Directorate of Social Assistance and Child Protection, sector 1 

General Directorate of Social Assistance and Child Protection, sector 3 

General Directorate of Social Assistance and Child Protection, sector 4

General Directorate of Social Assistance and Child Protection, sector 6 

Agency for Payments and Social Inspection Bucharest –  INTESPO project

"Creative & Innovative Business Incubation Center" association (CICIA)

"ANAIS" Association

"SOLWODI" association

Adventist Society for Development, Rebuilding and Help, "ADRA România" 

"SensiBlu" foundation

"DIACONIA" association

Sibiu Women's Association

"Casa Speranței" reformed church

German Christian Women's House Association, "casa Estera"

"Salvați Copii" organization



    Adelina is a single mother aged 23 and has an 18-months-old
daughter. Having no support and no emotional or financial
resour-ces, she came to the centre.  During her stay in the
maternal centre, she obtained the following results:

obtained the government paid benefits for the child
successfully completed a qualification course (cosmetics)
became independent by getting a job
she moved to the Social House
registered her daughter in day care

SUCCESSFUL STORIES
& TESTIMONIES
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Adelina F. 

   My name is Adelina and I have an 18 months old daughter, Eveline. We

have been in this maternal centre for 1 year and 4 months. For me, this centre

means everything, because here I raised my little girl and I am very grateful

and happy for this place that I call "home". I received help in the centre and

the staff here was the biggest support for me to raise my little girl, when no one

wanted to help me.

  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything you do for us, the

mothers who pass by here, and for helping us with everything we need so that

we don't have to worry about tomorrow. For me, you, all those who give for the

functioning of this centre, are a blessing from God!

We love you! 
   Adelina & Eveline

    Finding themselves in difficult situations and not being able to get through on their own, the
mothers came to the "Sign of Life" centre with the hope of a radical                   . With the help
of our staff, the supporters and last but not least, God, they have experienced this much
desired                    , which we all whitness and celebrate.

C H A N G E

c h a n g e



      Elvira, 39, has a 4-year-old daughter and is a victim of domestic
violence. After many conflicts and physical aggression from her
partner, Elvira decided to leave. When she came to "Sign of Life", she
was emotionally destabilized. After a period of adaptation, she calmed
down, regained her strength and managed to obtain the following
results:

emotional rehabilitation
found a job
obtained child custody
reintegrated in society, lives on her own. 

     Georgica is a 29-year-old single mother. She came to the centre
when she was pregnant and without much hope that she would have a
place where to stay, to be able to safely give birth to her precious
baby. Georgica left the centre in 2020 and achieved the following
results:

governmental child benefits and child raising allowance
successfully completed a parenting course
had support and tutoring in preparing for the baccalaureate
passed her arrear exam for the baccalaureate
has become independent
reintegrated in her family and in society
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Georgica

Elvira



    2020 was the year of my rebirth as a human and as a mother, thanks to the "Sign of Life" Centre,

which welcomed me and my child with open arms and open hearts. God's hand rested on my shoulder,

assuring me that here was Peace and Love. And so it was: with valuable people around me, a place well

cared for and sanctified by them, in a short time my emotional balance was restored and I had

confidence for a bright future. My child, suddenly taken from the house where she had lived for 4 years

since her birth, stepped very easily into the new house of the Centre, it was as if she knew the place before

we got here and that was amazing to me!

   The people here are so kind and warm and welcoming, that my child and I suddenly felt that we have

a family, a place of our own where the mind and heart sit in the right place in their home. In this way,

my child and I developed beautiful attachments to each member of this family, we learned beautiful

lessons about Love, Generosity, Patience, Power, Trust.

    My child fell in love with each person in this place and for each one she built in his heart a story to

follow in her own life.

     I feel a deep gratitude towards this place and its people for the help offered to me and my child on

the brink of winter. My life has now wings and color, especially because I was given a good environment 

 where I could care for my child, offer her peace and availability, spend quality time with her, feel her

breath when she sleeps, be here for her when she needed me. In other words, the people of this wonderful

place offered me something I could not imagine existed! They took my worries out of my mind for a while,

they soothed and healed my and my daughter's wounds, they assured me that I could breathe LIFE

freely!

    I appreciated the stability in the exercise of their profession, the discipline in the observance of the

rules, the promptness to any need or new situation, the organization in extreme situations. I realized that

the operating program was very healthy for us.

    Here, in the "Sign of Life" family, I felt that I was shining again, that I was smiling again, I was

warming my soul, and my mind was generating projects for the future.

    My wishes for the whole family at "Sign of Life", as well as for me and my child, are to be healthy, to

shine as far as possible, to shine in our essence, to awaken other souls through the mirrors of our soul,

thus the testimony of our passage on Earth to be measured in smiles and open hearts wherever we are,

here and now. Life is a GIFT!

 

                       Infinite gratitude, infinite blessings ...

                                                                           Elvira și Lia
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    Ramona is 35 years old and has two children, Maria (11) and Liviu (15).
She is a victim of domestic violence. Ramona has encountered a lot over
time, especially in terms of her little girl's health. At birth, she discovered
that Maria's diagnosis is Lobstein's disease, a genetic disease that limits
movement and increases bone sensitivity, allowing bones to break easily.
During her residency, Ramona obtained the following results:

managed to make medical arrangements for the girl, without
having to worry about paying rent
obtained government paid benefits for the child and the mother
became the official caregiver of her daughter
saved money
moved in a rented apartment together with her children 

Ramona

      Hermina is 30 years old and is a single mother with two children,
Iosif (3) and baby Elena (6 mo). Hermina did not grow up with her
parents when she was little, but in an orphanage, together with her
other sisters. As an adult, she faced various situations, and one of them
is giving up and rejection from those she expect least and relied on,
such as the children's father. During her stay in the centre, Hermina
achieved the following results:

discovered the child's diagnosis, atypical autism
obtained the disability certificate according to the complex
evaluation of the child with disabilities, 
obtained the benefits for people with disabilities
the child underwent therapy sessions for recovery and medical
treatment
obtained an ESC certificate and a child support teacher
enrolled the child in the community, in kindergarten
obtained government paid benefits for the little girl
she became the official caregiver for her son, Iosif
saved money
moved in a rented apartment together with her children 
 

Hermina



    Constanța, aged 29, turned to our help when she was in the maternity
ward, having nowhere to go with her newborn, Eduard. When we first met
her, she was crying out loud, saying that she wanted so much to stay with
her child and to be able to raise him. While in the centre, she achieved the
following results:

obtained government paid mother and child benefits
kept in touch with her family 
reconnected with the child's father
reintegrated in the family
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Constanța

Hermina, Iosif & Elena

Georgica                                                               Constanța & Eduard



Get involved and you can offer a child the joy of growing up
in his family, as well as a good start in the process of
developing a healthy, reliable and socially integrated adult.

Redirect 3,5% of your Income Tax 

Be a Volunteer

    Any individual who had income in the previous year can opt for the
redirection to a non-profit organization of 3.5% of the taxes that he
pays to the Romanian state.

    You can help change a child's destiny and support the cause by
offering your time and getting involved in our activities, with just your
skills and abilities.

Redirect 3,5% of your Income Tax 
  The companies have the possibility to direct / grant without
additional costs services, funds or goods through sponsorship
actions, appealing to a fiscal facility provided in art. 21 (4) lit. p)
of the Fiscal Code.

CHANGE!

Direct Donations

20 | Sign of Life 2020 Annual Report

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THIS

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS

3,5%

LEGAL ENTITIES

     You can donate any sum you'd like to support the cause of the
"Sign of Life" Association  in the following IBAN bank account:
                                           RO89BRDE445SV24630554450 BRD Aviației



& SUPPORTERS
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SPONSORS

Biserica Evanghelică

AVIAȚIEI

FOREIGN AND LOCAL PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS


